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Director, DCI-Hostage Location Task Force

DCl-Hostage Location Task Force Report

Attached is my report for the period 21-24 December 1986 on the
status of US hostages in Lebanon. Key points in this report are:

L

The Revolutionary Justice Organization has released Aurel Cornea,
one of the four Antenne-2 television technicians taken hostage' by

the Lebanese extremist group on 8 March 1986 in-West Beirut.
of the four crewmembers had previously been freed.

™0

With Cornea's

release, Jean-Louis Normandin will be the only Anté'nne-2 employee
In addition to Normandin, three other French
hostages are still held hostage in Lebanon--two diplomats and a

still in captivity.

journalist.

¥We obtained no significant !information on the location

condition of US hostages this week, _

.

A e

»

or the

Department has requested Ambassador Rodgers address his request
to the highest levels of the French Government.
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==+ Tarry Waite, who was planning to visit Beirut this Cheistmas in
. his continuing effort to obtain the release of the American
- hostages, will not go due to the security situation there.
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Tecry Waite Will.Stay Home This Christmas

Anglican:Church envoy Terry Waite will not visit Beirut prior to
Christmas, thJ.S year, despite earliec press announcements to that effect.
An Anglxcan Church statement released in London on 22 December said the
security .situation in Beirut made it extremely unlikely that Waite could
leave before Christmas. Waite appeared on a television talk show on the
same day and alluded to Beirut saying, "People are being kidnaped on
every stceet corner..." '

. -,-,.

'nus would“.have BeenWaite's fourth Christmas trip in six years aimed
at trying to:win freedom for the capt).ves. -

T e

Khomeini Regime Attitudes Towacd US Arms Sales to Ican

Rajjat al Islam Syed Reza Borghai, the personal representative of the
hyatollah Khomeini in the Gulf States, reportedly stated that the US arms
sales to Iran and its subsequent revelation have brough*- the United
States "to its knees" and scored "a great political victory” for Iran.
Borghai made his statements in Dubai to leaders of the Iranian cormunity
‘tesiding in the Emirates following his.return from meetings with Iranian
leaders, including Khomeini, in Tehran. According to Borghai, this
represents a change; formerly, he claimed, many in the Iranian Government
haj believed takmg Western hostages was-counterproductive. {S—MNR-Ne-€C

\{,-&.

Borghai is not a key decisionmaker ’ah‘d‘his opinions cannot be taken
to be authoritative. Some in the Iranian leadership mey have been
concecned, as he claims, about Iran being linked to hostage-taking, but
the regime has never publicly or privately--as far as we know-—disavowed
hostage-taking. * For nearly two_years Tehran has exploxted American and
French hostage situation to gam political’and econonic concessions from
Washington. b-
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L J1n July 1986, he told the
US Ambassador in Riyahd that Hizballah spicritual leader Yuhammed
Fadlallah had indicated the hostage captors might have dropped their

demands for release of the 17 Da'wa prisoners, even implied he
would pay a ransem for them, if money were what the captors deranded.
(sul - Jh- 3. '

CRE-R .
The French-Government has successfully secured the release of another

French hostage. The Lebanese extremist "Revolutionary Justice

Organization™ released French hostage Aurel Cornea today in Moslem West

Beirut after more than nine months days of captivity,

~

Sackground on Release

The Revolutionary Justice Organization announced on 23 December that
it would release a French hostage before Christmas. In making this
announcement, it issved a statement to a Western news ajency in West
Beirut along with coloc photographs of two French Antenne 2 television
technicians, aurel Cornea and Jean louis Normandin. The Revolutionary
Justice Organization had earlier taken credit for the Xicnaping of four
Antenne 2 telavision technicians in March of 1986, two of vhom wece (
released on 21 June. The Organization also took responzibility for the
release of French hostages Camille Sontag and Marcel Coudari on 1}
November 1986. In addition, it has claimed responsibility for kidnapino
US citizens Joseph Cicippio and Edward Tracy. /(4& g !9“3

The release of Cocrnea follows intense efforts over the last several
weeks by the Chirac Government to secure the release of additional L {

hostages.
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The Revolutionary Justice Organization in its statement had demanded
that France.stop:rits-assistance to Iraq saying the hostage issue had
provided the opportunity for Jialogue and now it was up to France to take
advantage of."the situation.” The statement--which credited Syrien,
Algerian, and Iranian-assistance in arranging the hostage release--added,
the action:would be in honor of "Holy Christmas.” (¥

Cornea is the fifth French hostage to be released ‘in 1986.L
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~~" " BRITISH HOSTAGES

UK Apoeals Dar“Release of Two Britons

-+ British Charge d'Affaires in Beirut has called for the immediate
release of two Britons missing, believed kidnaped, in Lebanon.

In a Christmas Eve appeal, in the independent An-Nahar and leftist
‘ As-Safir dailies, the Charge called on the kidnapers to free Britons John
4cCarthy and Alec Collett., McCarthy, 30, who works for Wofldwide
" Television News, was kidnaped on 14 April 1986, two days after a US air .
raid on Libya. His abduction was claimed by a group called Revolutionary [./,
Comzando Cells who claimed that they had executed McCarthy, (. k3
Jcollett, 64, who was.on.a journalistic assignment tor
the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (QITBA), was seized
on March 25, 1985. The Revolutionary Organization of Socialist Hoslens,
a cover name for the Abu Nidal Organization, announced that Collett had
been executed last April after the US'bombing raid on Libya,

’ L -3
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Lebanon:

Turbulence in Christendom

The longstanding strains between [P 15ent Gemayel and Lebanese
Christian militia leader JaJa are reﬁetgim and may lead to more - -
violence among Christians, an eventuality.which could have serious
repercussions on the US Bmbassy per -stationed at the Annex in East
Beirut. A&ccording to the US Brbassy ‘Gemyel is proceedmg with plans to
meet wth Syrian President Asad desp ‘strong opoosition from JaJa. b/
RN 5202 is teplfly losing control of his militia
and that Gemayel's nepbew a longtime=ffé.of JaJa, is allying himself
with d ed militia elements against JaJa. Meanvhile, D b2

: renegade pro-Syrian Christian militia leader Elie

qa is preparing a second attack on the Christian enclave in an
effort to oust Jaja. ﬂ}%

Gemayel probably is attempting to use Damascus' declmmg fortunes in
Beirut and South Lebanon to enhance his political stature in the
Christian community. Loyal elements of JaJa's militia control areas
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Annex 3

Text of the First Revolutionary Justice Organization

AIn the Name of the Dear Almighty,

After ’;wf.luvewsensed scme serious steps by the French Govermment in
the pe:sm:og;jJ ‘ﬂurac, towards correcting what has been thwarted

by hisz & Sorsyrafbter we have been assured that the French
GovermientFintends tosreconsider its prevxous mistakes, politically,
econcmtai’ly and milTtarily; following various mediations by pattues we
respect:and appreciate like the Islanuc Raablxc and some allles in the

=383 a result of some occurring changes on the
attitvder ciiwe announce the following:

¥oF the French and American hostages is not a basic
Exifi’sfg;' licy, plans and activities. It is actually a
means of subjection and taming of some governments and drawing
their ‘attention that we are still advising and alettmg and call’
for comprehension and understanding. Their detention is one of
the aspects of the dark future of the definite struggle, should
the criminal twisted policies continue to be practiced on the
suppressed peoples. We ‘are not in a hurry to end this issue. It
is the crisis of others gasp behind us and beg for the release of
some whom we host. They are in an area burning with crises and

tragedies because of some governments. ‘,}

-= 2. We appeal to all mediators to end the hostages crisis to
understand the following and pa tention to it:

- You are as progressive revolntions and vanguard movements
for the liberation of Tfrom imperialists. You are
facing a difficult choiceBafdre the wounded people of Iraq,
who is bleeding and on o A’ljﬂbealmg its wounds or easing
its pain, YOu are before Jore than six million displaded
persons and hundreds of l:housands of martyrs as well as
thdusands of arrested pezso@ They ask and demand you.
France is supporting Iraq,g.rﬂjsupportmg Saddan with the
most recent long-range plzmeﬁand weapons annihilating a

people which has sufferedZinpcecedented calamities. What
have you offered? What we have asked from everybody is to
make France understand that we want to stop the support to
Saddam. We put this question before you and poss1bly before

the French.

-- 3. What is needed from France is to abandon the American policy
sphere. We are still in the phase of "moving the stick.” We

a
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- have not started with bloodshed and we hope we won't, A serious‘

. T study of foreign policy is the way to escape difficult dilemmas
- ’ from which France is suffering in the Middle East,

-~ 4. The. issuve of the hostages and their release is not the end.
Por us it is to move from the phase of struggle and peaceful
negotxatzors to a relentless war, in which there would be no room
fo cns. The language of blood {s what will prevail and

TArsEx{ously waiting to end the hostages issve. We will
; »9“ rs and tyrants, lessons with hot blood which no
TwOuld sto rom this point, we draw the attention to the |
ifact that the hostages issue is a safety valve in the hands of
the French and others, even in our hands. It is a chance for
lalogue and dxscussxons, after whiTh there will be no other
sp0ppoOrtunity has to be sexzed to end this issue

Bifrench have started secious steps for a solution and we
vrge them for further progress., Do not fear America or Israel or
others. (We urge) the French not to be ashamed of revoking )
mistakes for this is a virtle we honor and which we shall mark

for the present government.

Finally, on the occasion of the Boly Christmas and to honor the
occasion, and, according to the above, we announce that we will be
releasing one of the French hostages soon, as a new 1mt1at1$e e hope

. that the French will do what would encourage the release of
temaining, Otherwise the coming days will defipe what will happen.

Victory to the Oppressed Glor%&emity to Martyrs

The Organization of Revolutio
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Text of Second Revolution Justice Organization Message

comunique of this morning, one of the French
hosta% e re during the next 48 hours. Thus, we ask France,
2qain;Z t"the ok ions she knows well by answering our demands. .
we alsorask Mr. (Jacques) Chirac to dispatch an envoy to Beirut. We also

The Organization of Revolutionary Justice,




